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HRD ministry to launch e-education courses from top 
institutes like IIT and IIM  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-to-launch-e-education-courses-from-top-
institutes-like-iit-and-iim/articleshow/42305368.cms 

NEW DELHI: The ministry of human resource development will roll out a host of digital initiatives including free online 
courses from top institutions, a national e-library for students and a dedicated portal to help students make informed 
choices about higher education, HRD minister Smriti Irani said on Thursday.  
 
Central universities, Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) will soon start 
offering massive open online courses (MOOCs), or courses offered on the internet with unlimited participation, free of 
cost, Irani said in her first press conference after joining office.  

The e-library, which will be launched next year, will allow students to access content from premier educational 
institutions.  

The online portal, 'Know Your College', will be a repository of information related to all universities and colleges and will 
allow students to have their grievances redressed in case they have been misled by an institute or college.  

The HRD minister also announced that a national and state-level deliberation on the new education policy will begin in 
January next year. She did not comment on whether the new policy would incorporate the four-year format for 
undergraduate courses, but said, "During the national, state and regional level debates we will discuss how the courses 
should be structured." Irani also said Prime Minister Narendra Modi's interaction with children on the Teacher's Day on 
September 5 was viewed by almost 9.5 crore students across 8.5 lakh schools in the country.  

The HRD minister evaded questions on whether a similar exercise be held on the Children's Day on November 14, the 
birthday of the country's first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru. "You will have to wait for it till the time comes," Irani 
said.  
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26 varsities fail to follow UGC order on online 

portal 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kolhapur/26-varsities-fail-to-follow-UGC-order-on-online-

portal/articleshow/42291511.cms  

KOLHAPUR: As many as 26 universities from across the state, including the government-aided as well as deemed ones, 

have failed to comply with the University Grants Commission's (UGC) directives of appointing nodal officer for the online 

grievance portal for students, which will be launched soon. 

 

The erring universities include the government-aided RTM Nagpur University and Shivaji University, Kolhapur (SUK) as 

well as deemed ones such as D Y Patil University and Homi Bhabha National Institute in Mumbai. Even the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Powai, has failed to comply with the norms and has been mentioned in the UGC's reminder. 

 

In July, the UGC had announced that it is set to start a grievance portal for students and had instructed the universities 

to appoint and send a nodal officer's name for the purpose before July 24. UGC had said that the students can file their 

grievances online, which would be monitored, redressed and observed within a certain time period. 

 

However, despite the earlier communication, the required information is still awaited from many universities across the 

country, stated a letter published by UGC's secretary Jaspal Sandhu on the commission's website on September 8. 

 

The UGC has published a list of 450 such universities from across the country, of which 26 are from the state. Sandhu 

has asked all the universities to comply with the norms and send names of the nodal officers on an urgent basis. 

 

SUK vice-chancellor N J Pawar said the university has sent the required information and that he was not aware of the 

university's name being published on the UGC's list. However, Pawar refused to talk further about the issue. 

 

The UGC has also urged all the universities to appoint in-charge of the grievance redressal cell, who will act as the nodal 

officer and monitor and respond to the students' complaints registered in the portal. 

 

The nodal officers have also been made responsible for handling grievances of colleges affiliated to their university. They 

will have to report the action taken and status of grievances on the portal. Arjun Rajage, director of Board of Colleges 

and University Development in the SUK, had earlier said, "The grievance system will be transparent and help students in 

tracking their complaints online." He had assured that the nodal officer will be appointed within the deadline. 

 

The UGC says the online portal would enable the commission and the universities to understand the nature of students' 

grievances and redress them in a short time. 

 

About the portal 

 

* The students studying in universities and affiliated colleges will have the option of registering their grievances related 

to admissions, unfair practices and other issues on it 

 

* The students will be able to track the status of their grievances online 
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* It would enable the commission, universities and colleges to understand the nature of students' grievances, monitor 

and redress the same 

 

Current scenario 

 

* Every college and university has grievance redressal cell and grievance redressal committee 

 

* A suggestion box has been installed at every college and university for the students, where they can submit their 

complaints, suggestions or grievances 

 

* The members of the grievance redressal committee open the suggestion box on a weekly basis in presence of the 

students' representative 

 

* Depending on the gravity of the grievances, a solution is drawn accordingly and conveyed to the students 

 

* The entire process generally takes 3-4 weeks 
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Modi's 100 day bonanza: 5 more IITs, 6 IIMs; 

Andhra Pradesh gets both 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/modi-100-day-bonanza-more-iits-iims-andhra-pradesh-gets-

both/1/382251.html 

The Narendra Modi government on Thursday announced plans to establish five new Indian Institutes of 

Technology and six Indian Institutes of Managament to mark the completion of its 100 days in power. 

The proposed IITs are to be established in Kerala, Goa, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir. 

The prestigious IIMs are to come up in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Odisha, Maharashtra and Himachal 

Pradesh. 

In the run-up to the Lok Sabha polls, Modi had promised an IIT, IIM and the All India Institute of Medical 

Sciences in every state of India. 

Smriti Irani for chairs in Swami Vivekananda’s 

name in  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

NEW DELHI: Human Resource Development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani on Thursday made an appeal to all 

the vice chancellors of the universities to establish a chair in the name of Swami Vivekananda.  

She made the appeal while listing her ministry’s achievements during the first three months of NDA 

government’s tenure.  

“Since on this day in 1893, Swami Vivekananda gave his historic speech in Chicago, I take this opportunity to 

appeal to all vice chancellors across all central, state and deemed universities that the University Grants 

Commission (UGC) has proposed a plan whereby chairs can be set up in the name of Swami Vivekananda so 

that his philosophy, teachings and life can be researched upon and studied.”  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also invoked Vivekananda to convey the message of universal brotherhood on 

Thursday, on the 12th anniversary of the terror attack on twin towers of World Trade Centre.  

The PM felt that if the world had followed Vivekananda’s message of universal brotherhood, 9/11 would 

perhaps have never happened. “There are two images of 11th September — one of the trails of destruction in 

2001 and the other — the message of Swami Vivekananda in 1893. Had we followed Swamiji’s message, 

history would never have witnessed such dastardly acts as we saw on 11th September 2001 in USA,” the PM 

said.  
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